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Foreword

America is facing one of her most crucial
hours. Our major cities, and possibly our minor
ones, are in the grips of Satan. Inner-city prob-
lems have now reached the suburbs. Since that
which begins in the city eventually saturates the
country, the solution to our nation’s problems
involves changing the city. Therein lies the di-
lemma. How do you deal with big city prob-
lems? There is only one answer—engage in spiri-
tual warfare for your city.

One of my concerns over the Church’s cur-
rent affinity with spiritual warfare is, however,
that it seems to be overlooking a major factor:
its own relationship with the Lord. We've slowed
down in our pursuit of God. We are guilty of
putting our glory in church buildings and pro-
grams while God sits on the sidelines. It is time
to glory in our God once again.

Though the battle is obvious our strategy
may not be. Spiritual Warfare is a call back to
the basics of Christianity. It’s a strong call to
humble ourselves, to pray, to fast, and to return

X
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X Foreword

to righteous living. Those things alone will deal
a death blow to the enemy’s effectiveness in any
community.

Spiritual Warfare is a well-written, well-docu-
mented account of Satan’s tactics in controlling
a community. It addresses current issues and
shows us the hope we have in Christ. Thomas
Horn not only presents the dilemma faced by
the Church today, he also prescribes the solu-
tion.

Rev. RoN AucH
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Chapter One

$ The Enemy’s Strategy $
of

Siegiry Cities in America

On 5 April 1991, network television broad-
casted an exorcism when Catholic authorities
granted ABC’s “20/20” permission to televise
this ancient ritual. This was a first for network
programming. Regardless of one’s particular re-
ligion, it illustrated the contemporary presence
of demons.

I wondered. If individual demon possession
exists, could nations also come under siege to
dominant demonic powers? If people who pre-
side over legislative bodies abandon the moral
laws of God, would they thereby espouse a so-
cial system that invites a regional increase in the
influence of supernatural evil? Is there a cause
and effect connection between an invisible inva-
sion of demons and the disintegration of a society?

After several years of analysis, I have come
to believe that demons play an active social role

13
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in every age of history. While their activity has
frequently been overlooked, their close collabo-
ration with certain unregenerate architects of
society has at times allowed evil forces to control
the machine of municipal government. When
the powers of evil discover a society that has
become a force for moral good, they set about
through a sophisticated network of both visible
and invisible principalities to bring that society
down one city at a time.

Countless multitudes without the light of
divine revelation never see beyond “flesh and
blood” (Eph. 6:12). Therefore, dictators, con-
querors, presidents, governors, legislators, and
such human beings appear, to some, to be the
only real characters upon the stage of human
history. Unenlightened into the truths of the
Scriptures, many are unaware of the unseen pres-
ence of “principalities . . . powers . . . rulers of
darkness . . . and spiritual wickedness in high
places” (Eph. 6:12). When facing social and
moral collapse brought on by submission to evil,
they cannot perceive a divine social purpose; and,
because they are “blinded by the god of this
world” (2 Cor. 4:4), they are not aware that the
once godly and great foundations of their soci-
ety are swept away.

Enter the 1990s. The United States leads
the world in terms of science and industry. Wall
Street bustles with business majors seeking quick
fortunes and entrepreneurs deluding investors

o
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with hopes of favorable returns. Space shuttles
and satellites push forward the frontiers of space
exploration, while medical science scrambles to
keep up with unprecedented daily discoveries.
But while the marvels of American develop-
ment advance with staggering success, something
sinister seems to struggle against the moral char-
acter of American cities, eroding our social and
cultural strength from within.

At a time when the United States is consid-
ered the most advanced, civilized, high-tech
nation in the world, spiritual regression and
moral decay abound. Idolatry, drug abuse, alco-
holism, violence, Satanism, homosexuality, in-
terest in New Age religions, and various forms
of psychic phenomena exist in every facet of our
culture. Socialism looms above us as liberalism
permeates the mainstream of American philoso-
phy. Every institution once considered sacred is
under an all-out assault. The populace is rav-
aged by sexual disease while the rate of illegiti-
macy—perhaps the single most important bell-
wether of future social disintegration—has risen
to 30 percent of all births. In some cities the
figure is more than 80 percent.

What'’s happened to the Christian traditions
of America? How can such an intellectual coun-
try permit spiritual and social decadence not seen
since medieval times? I believe an objective evalu-
ation of our moral dilemma must take into ac-
count not only the visible agents of city or state

o
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governments, but the unending interaction be-
tween spiritual and human personalities. This
unseen realm of demonic powers energizes and
motivates ever-present and sometimes vocal
human counterparts. What we see happening in
Americas cities illustrates a present darkness
operating with evil intentions concerning our
nation’s future.

There are three sources of spiritual power
that can influence a nation: 1) divine influence,
proceeding forth from the domain of God; 2)
satanic influence, coming from the sphere of
Satan; and 3) human influence. This third influ-
ence, being neutral, has the potential to influ-
ence society for good or evil as it submits to
divine or satanic control.

There have been times in history when people
submitted to God’s influence, cleansing the leg-
islative halls and social policies of demonism.
This spoiled the strategies of Satan and made
possible the salvation of the lost, the renewal of
the righteous, and the healing of the nation.

Conversely, there have been historic times
when nations turned their back on God, open-
ing the door for “evil angels” (Ps. 78:49) to in-
vade that society. These were times when Satan’s
voice dominated the mindset of the majority,
and systems of government and philosophy were
influenced by a destructive spirit capable of blind-
ing men and women to their individual need of

Jesus Christ.
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To the ancient city of Corinth, a city known
for its pride, ostentation, homosexuality, and
lasciviousness (which not only was tolerated, but
consecrated through the worship of Venus), Paul
informed the saints, “ . . the god of this world
[Satan] hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine
unto them” (2 Cor. 4:4).!

Archons ruling from the air above Corinth
blinded the minds of many Corinthians until
the latter were incapable of perceiving their hor-
rid sinful estate and need of Jesus Christ.

It’s interesting that the apostle would send
this warning to the city of Corinth—a Greek
prototype of America’s wealth, military strength,
and great mental activity.? Outwardly, one would
have thought these educated Gnostics were well-
equipped intellectually to understand the spiri-
tual truths and social significance contained
within the gospel. Yet, Paul said their minds had
been blinded by the god of this world. Their
superior human knowledge, though impressive
to intelligentsia, had not protected the
Corinthians from the subtle influences filling the
atmosphere above them. Drunk on fleshly plea-
sures they became a nation under demonic siege.

It is within this unseen arena of evil super-
naturalism that unregenerate men are organized.
Under demonic influence, they are orchestrated
within a great evil system (or empire) described

o
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in various scriptural passages as a satanic order.
In more than thirty important biblical passages,
the Greek New Testament employs the term
kosmos, which describes an invisible order or
government. In such 4osmos, unredeemed men—
separated from God—are hostile to the ways of
God, and are organized as a resisting system or
federation under Satan.

At Satan’s desire, archons command this invis-
ible, geopolitical sphere, dominating kosmokrators
(rulers of darkness who work in and through hu-
man political counterparts). These, in turn, com-
mand spirits of lesser rank until every level of
earthly government is touched by this influence.

In Ephesians 6:12, the apostle says that it is
this dominion, not flesh and blood, that are at
odds with the communities of the world. Our
primary problem is not with evil men who gov-
ern or philosophize, but with the unseen forces
that puppet them. With vivid testimony to this,
Satan offered to our Lord all the power and the
glory of the governments of this world. Satan
said, “All this power [control] will I give thee,
and the glory of them [earthly cities]: for that is
delivered unto me [at the Fall of Man]: and to
whomsoever I will I give it. If thou therefore
wilt worship me, all shall be thine” (Luke 4:6-
7).

This is a picture of a world system out of
step with God; a fallen planet under Satan’s
dominion. In short, a place in need of redemp-

o
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tion. If we could see through the veil into the
invisible world that inhabits planet earth, we
would find a world alive with good against evil.
It’s a place where the prize is the souls of men,
and where legions war for control of its cities
and people.

It Begins in the City

While we cannot see Satan’s demonic forces
with human eyes, their desire to stand in the
place of God and rule the nations is defined in
Scripture. What we 4o see with our eyes indi-
cates for us those places within society where
Satan’s troops have first landed.

Every earthly war is won or lost one city at
a time. In the spirit world it is the same. If
Satan conquers a nation, he does so one city at
a time. It is his modus operandi first to invade
individual cities of social and political signifi-
cance and then to expand his agenda outward
from there. Satan’s agenda includes the ultimate
removal or perversion of the gospel of Christ;
the introduction of occult practices; the devalu-
ation of human life; the obstruction of moral
law; the glorification of the debased; and so on.
Thus, if an invasion of demonism were occur-
ring in the United States, we would see Satan’s
agenda gradually introduced, and finally ac-
cepted, among the trend-setting cities of
America. The government would enact laws al-
lowing the expansion and exercise of these im-

o
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moral deeds, while restricting any imposed moral
prohibitions against them based upon the laws
of God.

This process has been illustrated many times
throughout the Old and New Testaments. Let’s
consider what we can learn from a few of the
biblical examples of influential cities used by
Satan.

Biblical Example #1: Pergamum

“And to the angel of the church in Pergamos
write; These things saith he which hath the sharp
sword with two edges; I know thy works, and
where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is:
and thou holdest fast my name, and has not
denied my faith, even in those days wherein
Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain
among you, where Satan dwelleth” (Rev. 2:12-
13).

In the letter to the church in Pergamos
(Pergamum), verse 13 says, “I know. .. where
thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is.” The
Greek verse reads Satanos thronos ests, literally,
“Where a throne to Satan is.” The city of
Pergamum was an influential city used by Satan
to affect the whole nation.

At the writing of Revelation, chapter 2, in
the Hellenistic kingdoms of Asia Minor—twenty
miles from the Aegean Sea and forty miles north
of Smyrna—stood the most impressive surviv-
ing city built during the conquests of Alexander

o
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the Great: Pergamum. Named from the Latin,
pergamentum (parchment), this was a city known
for its great library, massive royal palace, muse-
ums, and temples dedicated to the Greek and
Roman gods—Zeus, Apollo, Athena, and espe-
cially Asclepius.® A theater seating ten thousand
people sloped down to the stoa, a column-lined
promenade that looked out over the plains be-
low. Ancient Pergamum claimed Galen, a man
gifted in the field of medicine who was second
only to Hippocrates in fame, but not in deed. It
was this same Galen who gathered all the medi-
cal knowledge of antiquity into his writings, and
who remained the supreme authority in medical
science for more than a thousand years.*

But Pergamum, while advanced, was a city
under demonic design. The principal stronghold,
according to the Christian world, centered
around the worship of the god Asclepius. At the
base of Pergamum’s hill stood the shrine of
Asclepius, equipped with its own library, the-
ater, sleeping chambers used in healing rituals,
and long underground tunnels joining various
other shrines to which pagans journeyed to re-
ceive the healing powers of Apollo’s favorite son.
The Christian church considered these mystical
powers as demonic, for the worship of Asclepius
focused on the image of a serpent, sometimes
called Glycon.®* This idol was an enormous ser-
pent-figure some historians see as the origin for
the modern symbol of healing—a serpent wind-
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ing about a pole.® Asclepius carried the lofty
title, “the hero god of healing.”

In Numbers, chapter 21, Moses designed the
brazen serpent on a pole that was used by God
as an oracle of healing. Seven hundred forty-
three years later, in 2 Kings 18:4, we find that
Israel had begun to worship the brazen serpent
with offerings and incense. From here the image
was adopted into Greek mythology where it
became the symbol of Asclepius, the Greek god
of healing.

Asclepius was reported to have cured untold
numbers from every conceivable disease—even
raising a man from the dead. This caused Apollo
through his oracle at Delphi to declare, “Oh
Asclepius!, thou who art born a great joy to all
mortals, whom lovely Coronis bare to me, the
child of love, at rocky Epidaurus.” Such a healer
was he reported to be, that Pluto, god of Hades,
complained to Zeus that hardly anyone was dy-
ing anymore, and so Zeus destroyed Asclepius
with a thunderbolt. Afterward, Apollo pleaded
with Zeus to restore his son, and this interces-
sion so moved Zeus that he not only brought
Asclepius back to life, but immortalized him as
the god of medicine. First at Thessaly, and fi-
nally throughout the Greek and Roman worlds,
Asclepius was worshiped as the saviour god of
healing.” At Pergamum he was hailed as pergameus
deus, the god of the city of Pergamum.™
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Aristophanes described how long, tame
snakes were incorporated into the worship of
Asclepius, and how they glided between the
sleepers at night in the sleeping chambers in
Pergamum.™ On Attic reliefs of the fourth cen-
tury B.C., we see snakes licking the patients who
slept in the healing chambers of Asclepius’s
shrine, and cures on display referred to the vir-
tues of this licking.!?

To the newly formed Christian community
in Pergamum, Asclepius was reminiscent of the
serpent in the Garden of Eden, and the snake-
handling methods used in worshiping him were
considered as idolatry and demon worship. These
convictions were so strong that Christian stone-
cutters who worked in the quarries around
Pergamum refused a commission to fashion a
large statue of Asclepius, and for this refusal
they were put to death. Antipas, the Lord’s faith-
ful servant mentioned in Revelation 2:13 as dy-
ing a martyr’s death “where Satan dwelleth,” is
reported by some to be the leader of those slain
for resisting Asclepiunism.”

Christians in Pergamum understood the lo-
cal history that lured the pagan community into
the serpentine idolatries of Asclepius, and con-
sidered it demonic. Delphi with its surrounding
area, in which the famous oracle ordained and
approved the worship of Asclepius, was earlier
known by the name Pytho, a chief city of
Phocis.”* In Greek mythology, Python—the

o
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namesake of the city of Pytho—was the great
serpent or demon who dwelt in the mountains
of Parnassus, menacing the area as the chief
guardian of the famous oracle at Delphi.

In Acts 16:16, the demoniac woman who
troubled Paul was possessed with a spirit of divi-
nation. In Greek this means a spirit of python (a
seeress of Delphi, a pythoness). This reflects not
only accepted Jewish belief, but the scriptural
revelation that the worship of Asclepius and
other such idolatries were, as Paul would later
articulate in 1 Corinthians 10:20, the worship of
demons.

In Acts 7:41-42 (Jerusalem Bible), we find
that when men serve idols they are worshiping
“the army of heaven.” Psalm 96:5 says, “For all
the gods of the nations are idols” (‘e/ilim, LXX
daimonia [demons]). Many other biblical refer-
ences indicate evil supernaturalism as the true
dynamic of idolatry and reveal that idols of stone,
flesh, or other imagery are simply e/i/im (empty,
nothing, vanity); but, they also show that be-
hind these images exist the true objects of hea-
then adoration—i.e., demons. Thus we see the
presence of idolatry wherever cities come under
demonic siege. Such was the case with Asclepius
of Pergamum.

While the city of Pergamum was magnifi-
cent—and natural man would have been im-
pressed with its commerce, organized religion,
labor, trade, artistry, and excellence in educa-

o
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tion—the One who stood with a two-edged
sword by which He pierced the veil and dis-
cerned all truth, Jesus the Omniscient, saw things
in Pergamum that the human eye could not see.
Our Lord revealed that Pergamum was the geo-
graphic center from which Satan influenced that
region. It was Satanos thronos est, a place domi-
nated by demons. When the exalted Christ
looked into that city run by Roman (and later
papal) authority, He saw things not only as they
appeared to be, but as they were in all reality."’
Jesus understood that the symbol of Asclepius
(the caduceus, a winged-topped staff with one
or two snakes winding about it, given to Hermes
by Apollo, the father of Asclepius) wasn't really
an oracle of healing, but rather a perversion of
the brazen serpent in Numbers, chapter 21.%
Jesus looked upon that invisible influence in the
skies above Pergamum and designated Pergamum
as Satanos thronos esti, a city under demonic siege.

For Jesus to have designated Pergamum as a
specific area under Satan’s dominion was to have
provided all Christian generations with a picto-
rial revelation—a lasting diagram of demonic,
territorial modus operandi. Modern failure to
accept the possibility that influential cities can
fall under demonic influence (which then ex-
pands outward toward regional influence and
finally national domination), is a direct contra-
diction to scriptural illustrations, including those
above.
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From the example of Pergamum we learn: 1)
idolatry and demon worship increase when cit-
ies come under Satan’s design; 2) God’s revealed
truth is perverted; and 3) Christians are perse-
cuted for their convictions.

Biblical Example #2: Persia/Grecia

In the tenth chapter of Daniel, we read that
the prophet had been fasting and praying for
twenty-one days. He had inwardly purposed to
chasten his heart before the Lord, hoping the
God of Israel would see his fast and grant him
a revelation of Israel’s future.

On the twenty-first day of his fast, while
standing on the bank of the Tigris River, the
angel Gabriel appeared before Daniel in stun-
ning splendor. Gabriel informed Daniel,
“. .. from the first day that thou didst set thine
heart to understand, and to chasten thyself be-
fore thy God, thy words were heard, and I am
come for thy words” (Dan. 10:12).

If an angel had been dispatched from heaven
from the first day, why did it take twenty-one
days before the angel arrived? Gabriel provided
the answer by explaining that a powerful Persian
demon had opposed him for twenty-one days.
Not until Michael, the archangel, came to assist
in the battle was Gabriel free to continue his
journey.

In Persian theology this opposing spirit would
have been identified as Arimanius. According to

o
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Persian religion, he was the Death-dealer—the
powerful and self-existing evil spirit, from whom
war and all other evils had their origin.'” He was
the chief of the cacodaemons, or fallen angels,
expelled from heaven for their sins. After their
expulsion, the cacodaemons endeavored to settle
down in various parts of the earth, but were
always rejected, and out of revenge found plea-
sure in tormenting the inhabitants of the earth.
Arimanius and his followers finally took up their
abode in the space between heaven and earth
and there established their domain called Ariman-
abad. From this location, the cacodaemons could
intrude upon and attempt to corrupt human
governments.

In Daniel, chapter 10, this opposing spirit is
biblically identified as “the prince of the king-
dom of Persia’ (Irag/Iran). Later, Gabriel in-
formed Daniel that upon his departure the
“prince of Grecia shall come.”

These were specific geographies referred to
as being ruled over—or at least greatly influ-
enced by these demonic forces. The reference
was not to an earthly prince, but to a ruler or
specific territorial power—the prince of Persia.
The fact that these opposing princes were not
mortal but were appointed invisible emissaries
from Satan, is made obvious by the inability of
an earthly prince to see, or oppose, the angels of
God. Thus, the conflict in this context is super-
natural warfare on a territorial scale.

o
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In the seventh chapter of Daniel, God re-
vealed four different types of kingdom influ-
ences: the Babylonian, the Medo-Persian, the
Greek, and the Roman, each of which was a
mere human agency under the control of super-
natural powers. The principality of the Medo-
Persian kingdom is depicted as a warmongering
spirit seeking to dominate through military
power, while its predecessor Babylonia is char-
acterized by the foolishness of humanism pre-
tending to the throne of God. Throughout the
Bible, spiritual Babylon is equivalent to the
world-system that is at enmity with God. The
beginning of Babylon was the tower of Babel,
where at the macrolevel Satan’s strategy to for-
mulate a one-world system was first attempted.

In recent years, the prince of the kingdom of
Persia has emerged once again as an opposing
spirit seeking to conflict with the security of the
nation of Israel. Having sought nuclear capabil-
ity (firing the first shot in the war against Iran,
and most currently invading the small country
of Kuwait), Iraq has risen to the center of world
concern as the prince of the kingdom of Persia.
It has again risen to oppose the prophesied fu-
ture of Palestine, and the hope of all believers.

The most powerful weapon contemporary
Persia has in its arsenal is called the Tammuz
missile. According to Babylonian religion,
Tammuz was the son of Nimrod by Semiramus.
He was worshiped as the god of procreation,

o
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and dwelt in the regions of the underworld. In
the spring he was resurrected by the weeping of
his wife, Ishtar. Sexual orgies and the crying of
maidens for his return accompanied this sea-
son.'®

As the world lunges forward toward its cli-
mactic encounter with Jesus Christ, the bellig-
erence of the prince of Persia and other under-
world creatures will undoubtedly escalate.
Babylon is depicted in the Scriptures as the final
kingdom-spirit with whom God will do battle
(Rev. 14:8; 17:5). Isaiah describes an alliance of
many nations that would come up against Iraq
in the end times “to destroy the whole land”
(Isa. 13:4-5). And so shall the prince of Persia
and his city under siege be marked for destruc-
tion.

From the example of Persia we learn: 1) the
air above cities can be controlled by evil spirits;
2) evil spirits try to manipulate earthly govern-
ments; 3) evil spirits oppose our prayer life and
try to keep us from discerning God’s answer; 4)
spiritual warfare happens on a territorial scale;
and 5) the fervent prayers of the righteous will
prevail against Satan.

Biblical Example #3: Gadara

“And they came over unto the other side of
the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. And
when he was come out of the ship, immediately
there met him out of the tombs a man with an

o
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unclean spirit. . . . For he said unto him, Come
out of the man, thou unclean spirit. And he
asked him, What is thy name? And he answered,
saying, My name is Legion: for we are many”
(Mark 5:1-2, 8-9).

Earlier I mentioned that any city or commu-
nity provides an open invitation for an influx of
destructive powers when, among other things,
those in governmental authority promote the
dishonoring of moral law and the open practice
of spiritual rebellion. Evidently this happened
in ancient Gadara.

One hundred sixty-four years before the birth
of Jesus Christ, the Maccabee brothers, along
with their father Mattathias, decided that Israel
had been under Greek and Syrian tyranny long
enough. Gathering together in a group, these
military zealots determined to throw off this
suppression and win back the temple and their
freedom in the name of Jehovah God. With the
desecrations of Antiochus Epiphanes and a gen-
eral conviction that the Messiah was about to
appear, the Maccabean wars began. Two histori-
cal books, First and Second Maccabees, tell the
story of the Maccabee brothers and how they
went to war against the empires of Greece and
Syria.

The leader, Judas Maccabeus, organized a
great army that rose up against Antiochus,
Appolonius, Seron, and other surrounding rul-

ers.”” Neighboring factions quickly joined this
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uprising, and surprisingly this rag-tag rebellion
grew in size and fame through ingenious strat-
egy and action in battle, even succeeding to re-
gain temporarily Israel’s national zeal and inde-
pendence. Then around 70 B.C., Israel again
succumbed to the oppressive rule of an outside
power, this time to its former ally, Rome.?

During the Maccabean wars the city of
Gadara was the bloody scene of war and con-
flict.?* As a member of the Decapolis and a chief
fortress lying two miles in circumference, Gadara
was wiped out when infantries from Syria and
later armies under Rome marched against the
Jewish insurrectionists leveling Gadara to the
ground.”? The destruction of the city was so
devastating that some thought Gadara would
never rise again. With much of the surrounding
valley of Gilead torn by war and some areas
little more than ruins, more than 150 years would
pass before Herod the Great appeared (about 37
B.C.).2 While known as a scoundrel, Herod was
also a great builder. He found the walls of Jerusa-
lem down and the temple of Zerubbabel de-
stroyed. For political reasons he raised money,
relying on his friendship with the caesar of Rome,
and rebuilt the walls and the temple. About this
same time, Octavian presented him with the city
of Gadara.* Herod surveyed the shambled re-
mains of this once-beautiful city, and it appears
he decided to rebuild it.
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