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Foreword

The Gods Who Walk among Us is a most enlight-
ening and insightful book on a subject about which
we need to know more. It graphically describes
the gods of this world and their wide-ranging
influence upon individuals and upon peoples. This
book is most unusual and timely. For the most
part, today’s generation is unaware of, even blind
to, the dangers of ideas and teachings regarding
the spirit-world that have become so common-
place. Demons, worship of demons, occult activi-
ties, and the like, have been topics somewhat apart
from evangelical believer’s concerns. Most of us
have given little thought or study to such things.
We have felt almost untouched or untainted by
them. How dangerously mistaken we have been.

Authors Thomas Horn and Donald Jones have
researched the subject remarkably well. Not only
have they done a superb job of identifying the
gods of antiquity and their functions, but they
have, in scholarly fashion, shown that these same
gods command the attention and allegiance of
multitudes of modern men and women. While
Horn and Jones suggest that the names of some
of the gods may have been altered to a degree,
they demonstrate quite conclusively that their
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nefarious activities have remained constant. After
reading this book, we are suddenly aware of the
“ever-present darkness” and find that we can no
longer afford to be blind to what we have previously
ignored. It is evident that pagan worship and rituals
are going on today. Of particular interest is the
revelation that all of Egypt’s plagues were direct
affronts to her recognized and revered deities. In
every instance, we see how Jehovah effectively
demonstrated his vast and unequalled superiority.

Horn and Jones recognize that the gods of
this world are, in every instance, and in every
manifestation, representations of the evil super-
natural; in fact, they are representations of Satan
himself. They believe, and with good reason, that
the New Age Movement is, at its core, a cleverly
devised scheme whereby Satan is seeking to acquire
the allegiance of all of mankind; they provide
adequate illustration to support this thesis. The
suggestion that possibly some things that occur
during worship times in our churches today are
similar to things which happened in pagan worship
is, to say the least, frightening. Horn and Jones
ascribe a measure of credibility to UFO sightings,
and are persuaded that the evil supernatural is
making alarming and ever- increasing inroads into
modern culture. They believe this sets the stage
for the Antichrist. This book is an eye-opener for
some of us who grew up in a day when most
people believed in the God of the Bible, even if
they did not strive to obey Him. No doubt we were
simplistic, even naive about the spirit world,
especially the evil spirit world. No longer! It is
time to pay attention to what Horn and Jones say,
for to be well- informed is to have the possibility
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of being well- prepared. We are at the end of the
age. The coming of our Lord is near. Let us sound
the trumpet in Zion!

R. L. Brandt
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ONE

The Origin of the Gods

Birds skipped among groves of date palms
along the marshy banks of the Euphrates in the
year B.C. 3500. As the sun arose above Sumer, the
alluvial desert of the Middle East came alive with
agricultural activity. In a valley forged between
the twin rivers of the Tigris and the Euphrates,
magnificent walled cities awoke to the chatter of
busy streets and marketplaces. In what the Greeks
would later call “Mesopotamia” (between the
rivers), the world’s first great trade center and
civilization developed. The opulent Sumerian cities
of Ur—the home of Abram—Uruk, and Lagash,
had become the economic machines of the aneient
Middle East, and industries from as far away as
Jericho, near the Mediterranean Sea, and Catal
Huyuk, in Asia Minor, competed for the trade
opportunities they provided. Laborers from the
biblical city of Jericho exported salt to Sumer, and
miners from Catal Huyuk prepared obsidian, used
in making mirrors, for shipment to the ancient
metropolis. But while the prehistoric people of
the East looked to the Sumerians for their supply
of daily bread, the Sumerians themselves gazed
heavenward to the early rising of Utu (Shamash),
the all-providing sun god, as he prepared once

15
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again to ride across the sky in his mule-drawn
chariot. In B.c. 3500, Utu was not alone among
the gods.

By now, the Sumerian pantheon provided the
earliest known description of organized mythology,
consisting of a complex system of more than 3,000
deities and covering nearly every detail of nature
and human enterprise. There were gods of
sunshine and rain. There were vegetation gods,
fertility gods, river gods, animal gods, and gods of
the afterlife. There were the great gods, Enlil
(prince of the air), Anu (ruler of the heavens),
Enki, (the god of water), and so on. Under these,
existed a second level of deities, including Nannar,
the moon god, Utu, the sun god, and Inanna, the
“Queen of Heaven.” But, where did the gods of
Sumeria come from?

Since the religion of Sumeria was the first
known organized mythology, and would greatly
influence the foundational beliefs of the
forthcoming nations of Assyria, Egypt, Greece,
Rome, and others, this question has interested
scholars and historians for more than a
millennium. Specifically, where does one find the
historical beginning of the ancient gods of
Sumeria? Were the Sumerian deities the product
of human imagination, or the distortion of some
earlier prehistoric revelation? Were they the
“mythologizing” of certain ancient heroes, or, as
some New Age followers suggest, the result of an
extra-terrestrial “alien” visitation, which gave birth
to the legends and mythological gods? More
importantly, did the gods of Sumeria reflect the
emergence of a real and spiritual power operating
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through pagan dynamics, or were the gods purely
the creation of primitive imagination?

These questions are both fascinating and
difficult since the gods and goddesses of ancient
Sumeria/Mesopotamia continue to be shrouded in
a history of unknown origins. As though, out of
“nowhere,” the Sumerians sprang onto the scene
over 5,500 years ago, bringing with them the first
written language, a corpus of progressive
knowledge from complicated religious concepts,
and an advanced understanding of astrology,
chemistry, and mathematics. The questionable
origin of the Sumerian culture has caused some
theorists to conclude that the gods of Sumeria,
and the subsequent mythologies that grew out of
them (Assyrian, Egyptian, etc.), were the diabolical
scheme of a regressive and evil “supernatural
presence.” If this is true, does the ancient power
continue to work within our world? Do primordial
and living entities, once worshipped as “gods,”
coexist with modern man? There are three
competing theories regarding the origin of the
early mythological gods: 1) the Euhemerus view;
2) the New Age view; and 3) the Biblical view.

The Euhemerus view was based on the
historical theories of the Greek scholar Euhemerus,
who claimed that the pagan gods originated with
certain ancient and famous kings who were later
deified. The more widely accepted theories, the
New Age view and the Biblical view, have succeeded
in becoming the popular authorities regarding
original paganism, and are, therefore, the focus of
our attention. What can we learn from these two
views?
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The New Age View
Concerning the Origin of the Gods

A growing doctrine within the New Age Move-
ment claims that the origin of the gods, and the
human race, as we know it today, is the direct
result of extra-terrestrial (UFO) activity. In the
introduction to his bestselling book, Chariots of the
Gods?, Erich von Daniken, who, it might be ar-
gued, is one of the fathers of the New Age Move-
ment related to UFOs, said, “I claim that our fore-
fathers received visits from the universe in the
remote past, even though I do not yet know who
these extra-terrestrial intelligences were or from
which planet they came. I nevertheless proclaim
that these ‘strangers’ annihilated part of mankind
existing at the time and produced a new, perhaps
the first, homo sapiens.”!

As depicted in the Hollywood films Contact
and Close Encounters of the Third Kind, Erich von
Daniken’s hypothesis took America by storm in
the 1960s with the proposition that mankind was
possibly the offspring of an ancient, perhaps
ongoing, extra-terrestrial experiment. New Age
UFO experts like Daniken assert that the gods of
mythology may have been themselves evidence of,
and a reaction to, an encounter with other-worldly
beings. They claim that ancient men would have
considered space travelers as gods and would have
recorded their arrival, their experiments, and their
departure, in hieroglyphs, megaliths, and stone
tablets, as supernatural encounter between gods
and men. Von Daniken wrote, ‘

While [the] spaceship disappears again into
the mists of the universe our friends will
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talk about the miracle, 'The gods were
here!'. .. they will make a record of what
happened: uncanny, weird, miraculous.
Then their texts will relate, and drawings
will show, that gods in golden clothes were
there in a flying boat that landed with a
tremendous din. They will write about
chariots which the gods drove over land
and sea, and of terrifying weapons that were
like lightning, and they will recount that
the gods promised to return. They will ham-
mer and chisel in the rock pictures of what
they had seen, shapeless giants with hel-
mets and rods on their heads, carrying
boxes in front of their chests; balls on which
indefinable beings sit and ride through the
air; staves from which rays are shot out as
if from a sun .2

Von Daniken also claimed that the odd
appearance of some of the gods, as depicted in
various hieroglyphs, (human-like creatures with
falcon heads; lions with heads of bulls, etc.) could
be viewed as evidence that “aliens” conducted
experiments of cloning and cross-mutated ancient
people and animals.

Some people accept this part of Von Daniken’s
hypothesis as a humanistic alternative to the
Biblical account of creation. It’'s uncertain how
many people believe such a theory, but a full eighty
percent of Americans claim they believe in the
possibility of extra-terrestrial life. Some, like the
39 members of the Heaven’s Gate cult who
committed suicide in Rancho Santa Fe, California
because they believed they were being summoned
by a UFO trailing the Hale-Bopp Comet, subscribe
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to an eerie amalgam of mysticism and conventional
religion. Not surprisingly, the growing interest in
UFOs and the paranormal has given birth to a
host of popular television specials and weekly
programs depicting such other-worldly creatures
and those who claim to have encountered them.
One of the more disturbing aspects of such UFO
phenomena are the reports, which continue to
come in from around the world, of nighttime
abductions by small, wide-eyed creatures who
supposedly pilot UFOs, and conduct various
medical experiments on their victims. The New
Age Movement argues that such activity would be
proof of an ongoing experiment between humans
and aliens, and they note that the radical aspects
of such experiments have included impregnating
victims and later removing the hybrid embryos.

Ancient Chinese folklore includes stories of a
distant land of “flying carts.” A Sanskrit text, The
Drona Parva, documented “dogfights” by gods in
flying machines.® But men like Von Daniken claim
that the Bible is their best advocate and is the
“greatest UFO book of all time!” The “wheel” in
Ezekiel 1:15; the “pillar of cloud” in Exodus 13:21-
22; and Eljjah’s “chariot of fire” (2 Kings 2:11),
are all viewed as examples of UFO sightings by
New Agers. It’s true that we do find a biblical
record of mysterious celestial creatures invading
the earth and conducting procreative experiments.
In Genesis 6:4 we read, “When mankind had
spread all over the world, and girls were being
born, some of the supernatural beings saw that
these girls were beautiful, so they took the ones
they liked. In those days, and even later, there
were giants [nepheli] on the earth who were
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descendants of human women and the
supernatural beings” (TEV). But is Genesis 6 a
description of reproductive experiments conducted
by advanced extra-terrestrial creatures? Or is it a
record of something even more sinister?

A Christian Analysis vs.
the New Age View

Regardless of one’s interpretation of these and
other ancient records, one fact remains. Thousands
of years ago, heavenly beings visited the earth.
They engaged in sexual experiments resulting in
a race of mutant beings called nepheli. The final
result appears to have been an immediate
judgment from God, who ordered Israel to destroy
the nepheli and its descendants. Thousands of years
later, Jesus spoke of the events that occurred
during the days of Noah as being comparable to
the days leading up to the rapture of the Church
(Matthew 24). This prophecy is remarkable when
one realizes that after God judged the celestial
beings who cohabited with the Noahtic women, all
such comparable activity apparently ceased until
about 1940. Then, following the infamous Roswell
incident which occurred in New Mexico in 1947,
people from around the world began encountering
strange creatures conducting procreative
experiments with increasing regularity. One is
forced to wonder, what’s going on? Who are these
creatures? Are the current UFO visitors the same
as those of Noah’s day? If so, what is this
reproductive experimentation about? Perhaps the
answer to this question (the Christian’s analysis vs
the New Age view on “aliens”) is hidden in the
first six chapters of Genesis.
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Very soon after the fall of man, we find in
Genesis 3:15 the protoevangelium (the promise
that the seed of the woman would someday bring
forth a child [Jesus] capable of destroying the
serpent’s [Satan’s] power). In response to the
promise, supernatural beings (fallen angels?)
appeared from the heavens and performed
reproductive experiments on human women
(Genesis 6). Was Satan attempting to intercept,
pollute, and thereby destroy the righteous seed?
Was he trying to cut off the birth line of the
Messiah? Perhaps. Satan’s ancient goal included
cutting off the line leading to the Messiah. Satan
led Pharaoh to destroy the Hebrew children so
the deliverer might not be born. Herod sought
the baby Jesus in the New Testament in order to
have Him killed. In Revelation 12, we see the
devil (dragon) waiting to destroy the messianic
seed as soon as it is born of the woman. But Dr.
[.D.E. Thomas, in his book, The Omega Conspiracy,
suggests that Satan had even bigger plans at work
in Genesis 6. He claims that Satan (as opposed to
aliens) was trying to produce a race of mutant
warriors by breeding fallen angels with women in
an effort to exterminate the children of God.

From a Christian’s point of view, this could
explain how people like the Sumerians of
Mesopotamia, who were enemies of Yahweh, ap-
peared out of nowhere around s.c. 3500, bringing
with them a pantheon of deities, the first written
language, and a superior knowledge of earthly
sciences. This may also explain why many of the
religions that followed Sumerian mythology, in-
cluding Greek mythology, emerged from the origi-
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nal idea that powerful beings, with names like
“Zeus” and “Apollo,” visited the earth, intermar-
ried with women, and fathered half-human chil-
dren. Dr. Thomas believes recent UFO abduction
activity may point to the birth of a new race of
anti-God warriors, as we approach the end of the
age and the coming of Armageddon.

Does Genesis 6 support the New Age theory
that alien creatures traveled from distant planets
in UFOs, performed reproductive experiments on
women, and were afterward honored in the im-
ages and folklore of the gods of mythology? Or,
is Dr. I.LD.E. Thomas correct in stating that the
story in Genesis is a record of fallen angels acting
in accord with Satan? What, if anything, could this
tell us about the origin of the gods and the cur-
rent interstellar phenomena? Are we experienc-
ing an ongoing invasion of earth by intergalactic
scientists, or is Satan busy advancing the most
sophisticated con game in history? We know that
the rapture of the Church will be accompanied by
“fearful sights and great signs from heaven” (Luke
21:11). Perhaps Satan is contriving an “alien inva-
sion” to explain the disappearance of so many
people at once! If 80 percent of the population
believes in the possibility of extra-terrestrial intel-
ligence, wouldn’t this be a powerful form of de-
ception? Since New Age theology produces a grow-
ing belief among some contemporary church
groups that flying saucers will be the method God
uses to retrieve the Christian community during
the Rapture, couldn’t the UFO sightings phenom-
enon play a part in the great deception that will
pervade the earth following the Rapture?

We read in 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12,
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And then shall that Wicked [one] be re-
vealed . . . whose coming is after the work-
ing of Satan with all power and signs and
lying wonders. . . . And for this cause God
shall send them strong delusion, that they
should believe a lie: That they all might be
damned who believed not the truth, but
had pleasure in unrighteousness.

The world authorities remaining to make up
the governments of the Antichrist will need an
explanation for those taken in the Rapture. People
from around the world will be missing! Now imag-
ine if the Rapture was followed by hundreds of
“space craft” landing on earth piloted by creatures
who appeared to be advanced humanoids, couldn’t
these beings claim to have removed the Christians
into some kind of a high-tech “rapture,” and si-
multaneously present their leader (antichrist?) as
the messiah? Couldn’t they point to ancient mys-
teries, megaliths, pyramids, and the gods of my-
thology, as proof of an ancient visitation of planet
earth?

The late Pulitzer Prize-winning author and
agnostic Carl Sagan was, until his death, working
on a screenplay about the ramifications of just
such a savior who appears in the coming
millennium!* Humanists like Sagan argue that
evidence such as the meteorite,® which has been
hypothesized as indicating that microscopic life
existed on Mars millions of years ago, is proof
that prehistoric life forms could have moved
throughout the universe for untold millennia. Not
long ago, people who supported UFO activity were
the object of scorn. Because of accumulating
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